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"Failing to Heed God's Call” Part 3
Today’s subject, “Failing to Heed God's Call” Part 3. Can you think of any professed Chritian who does not want to be saved and is looking forward to waking up in the second resurrection? That would indeed be a fool. Of course every Christian wants to go to heaven, but sadly they are failing to heed God’s call, which constitutes rebellion against God. We will be using two primary theme words today in part 3 and that is “separation” and “distincton.”
Let us pray …
In the following scripture, I want you do hear the call for both separation and distinction: 2 Corinthians 6:14-18 “Be ye not unequally yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what communion hath light with darkness? And what concord hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, and walk in [them]; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and touch not the unclean [thing]; and I will receive you, And will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty.”  
In every aspect of our lives, God would have us to be separate from the world and all forms of false worship, so as to be a distinct people.
I want us now to examine the 4 great acts of God. 1. The creation; 2. The flood; 3. The Exodus; 4. The return from Babylonian exile.

 In Genesis 1:3, 4 “And God said, Let there be light: and there was light.  And God saw the light, that [it was] good: and God divided the light from the darkness.”  Since there was no sun, the light had to be from the light of God’s glorious presence which was very distinct and here we see it separated from the darkness. Verse 5 God makes the distinction between the light part called day and the dark part called night.
In Genesis 1:7 we read, “And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which [were] under the firmament from the waters which [were] above the firmament: and it was so.”  So God uses the heaven as the division point of the waters. The waters below the heaven would be contained on the earth, while there would be a great canopy of water in the heaven above the firmament. It has been suggested that when the sun was created, it shone on this canopy and created a perfect uniform temperature around the earth, even at the poles. So at creation the waters were separated and had their distinct functions. 
 In Genesis 7:11, 12, 20, 24 “In the six hundredth year of Noah's life, in the second month, the seventeenth day of the month, the same day were all the fountains of the great deep broken up, and the windows of heaven were opened.  And the rain was upon the earth forty days and forty nights.” “Fifteen cubits upward did the waters prevail; and the mountains were covered.” “And the waters prevailed upon the earth an hundred and fifty days.” Here we have the reverse of creation as the separated waters beneath the earth and above the earth came together to cover the earth to 15 cubits above the highest mountains.  

Now back to the creation account in Genesis 1:9, 10 we read, “And God said, Let the waters under the heaven be gathered together unto one place, and let the dry [land] appear: and it was so. And God called the dry [land] Earth; and the gathering together of the waters called he Seas:” Now God has separated the waters from the dry land for distinct purposes as He continued with the creation.
Everything that was created on the dry land, Genesis 1:11, 12, which includes all the vegetation and trees that were distinctly after their own kind. Sycamores would always be that and could never be oak trees. 
In Genesis 1:14-18 we find the creation of the sun and moon with distinct purposes, one to rule the day and the other to rule the night. The stars which God had been creating through eternity, God made their light to appear along with the moon to rule the night.

Then God made the water creatures and birds after their kind on the 5th day and on the 6th day He made the land animals. On that same 6th day God created man, male and female, two separate but distinct beings in their own right. Then He made the two one, in marriage. Adam and Eve had their assigned tasks in the garden of Eden.
What three things did God unite at creation? 1. His relationship with man; 2. Adam and Eve in marriage; 3. Adam and Eve with the environment. Sin separates and in the choice Adam and Eve made with their transgression they caused a separation in their relationship with Christ. They were separated from the Garden of Eden, Genesis 3:23, 24..
What God had united, transgression would now separate. Sin caused a separation in the family with the first murder in the first generation from Adam as we read in Genesis 4:8 “And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him.”
The Flood - In sixteen and a half centuries from creation evil and wickedness had exhausted God’s patience as we read in Genesis 6:5, “And God saw that the wickedness of man [was] great in the earth, and [that] every imagination of the thoughts of his heart [was] only evil continually.”

In spite of their wickedness, a loving God would give man a probationary period to change his ways and be in a saving relationship. Genesis 6:3 “And the LORD said, My spirit shall not always strive with man, for that he also [is] flesh: yet his days shall be an hundred and twenty years.”
For the full 120 years Preacher Noah gave God’s warning call but that generation failed to heed God’s call and the flood took all but 8 souls to their destruction. Once again the earth was covered with water as at creation.
In Genesis 8:1 God begins the process of re-creation. “And God remembered Noah, and every living thing, and all the cattle that [was] with him in the ark: and God made a wind to pass over the earth, and the waters asswaged;” What is most interesting in this verse is the word wind. The Hebrew word is “ruwach” which means breath, wind, spirit. It is the same word that is used in Genesis 1:2 that says, “And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters.”
In Genesis 8:13 it reads, “And it came to pass in the six hundredth and first year, (That’s Noah’s age 601 – it is 1657 years from creation) in the first [month], the first [day] of the month, the waters were dried up from off the earth: and Noah removed the covering of the ark, and looked, and, behold, the face of the ground was dry.” So once again God separated the waters from the dry land, but this time the earth no longer had its original beauty. 
In Genesis 8:22, Times and seasons were restored but there would be extremes in temperatures. “While the earth remaineth, seedtime and harvest, and cold and heat, and summer and winter, and day and night shall not cease.”
In Genesis 9:6
Once again God wanted to restore the image of God in man. “Whoso sheddeth man's blood, by man shall his blood be shed: for in the image of God made he man.”  

Noah was a type of Adam, as the earth was beginning again. God made a covenant with Noah in Gen. 9:11, “And I will establish my covenant with you; neither shall all flesh be cut off any more by the waters of a flood; neither shall there any more be a flood to destroy the earth.”
The original diet given to man of fruits, nuts and grains, with vegetables added after transgression, was modified after the flood to include flesh meats as given in Genesis 9:3.

In order for God’s people to reflect the image of God, then God’s people need to separate themselves from all sin and to separate from the world and what the world loves, what the world eats and how the world dresses. We need to separate from anything that destroys or defiles the body. We need to heed God’s call as it relates to that which is no longer fit to eat in the last days. If we put off acting on what we know to be true, especially as it pertains to appetite, then we are not heeding God’s call, rather we are in rebellion and letting our appetite overrule God’s clear instructions.
The word church means “called out ones.” There is so little difference today in the world and those who profess to be Christians. That is because what God had separated to be His church has reunited with the world. The result is confusion and ultimately death.
But His church today must be separate and distinct from everyone else who loves the world. In Ephesians 5:27 He states what His church is to be: “That he might present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy and without blemish.” 
Peter expands on this in 1 Peter 2:9, “But ye [are] a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:” We have been commanded to be holy in 1 Peter 1:16, and Peter was quoting Moses in Lev. 11:44, 45.

If we are not separate and distinct, if we are not becoming holy and without blemish, if we are stagnant in our Christian experience and not advancing by embracing truths we learn, then how can we believe that God could consider us as part of His endtime remnant church? We would be delusional. If we see ourselves in this condition then we need to ask Him to re-create us. Let the wind (the Holy Spirit) move upon us. 

When we are talking about ancient Israel they were a stubborn people. See what God says in Exodus 33:4, 5 “And when the people heard these evil tidings, they mourned: and no man did put on him his ornaments. For the LORD had said unto Moses, Say unto the children of Israel, Ye [are] a stiffnecked people: I will come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what to do unto thee.” What about modern Israel? Stiffnecked and stubborn, God’s people today are no less rebellious as they are still wearing ornaments and eating the forbidden. They are refusing to be distinct, holy, without spot or wrinkle.
In Numbers 23:7-9 we read about Balaam and his desire to get a reward by cursing Israel, “And he took up his parable, and said, Balak the king of Moab hath brought me from Aram, out of the mountains of the east, [saying], Come, curse me Jacob, and come, defy Israel.  How shall I curse, whom God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, [whom] the LORD hath not defied?  For from the top of the rocks I see him, and from the hills I behold him: lo, the people shall dwell alone, and shall not be reckoned among the nations.” Why couldn’t Balaam curse Israel? Because at that time they were living according to God’s will, a Separate and Distinct people.

Let us read Ephesians 5:7-14 “Be not ye therefore partakers with them.  (That means be separate) For ye were sometimes darkness, but now [are ye] light in the Lord: walk as children of light:  (For the fruit of the Spirit [is] in all goodness and righteousness and truth;) Proving what is acceptable unto the Lord. And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather reprove [them]. For it is a shame even to speak of those things which are done of them in secret.  But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light. Wherefore he saith, Awake thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, and Christ shall give thee light.” 

God’s people must be separated from all darkness in order to be distinct. If we prefer to have fellowship with those in darkness, where does God consider us to be? In darkness.
We’re not going to read Judges 2:8-13, but when Joshua died at the age of 110, along with his generation, a new generation provoked the anger of the Lord by uniting with the idol worshipping nations and their gods, the very ones God had separated them from. 

What happens when modern Israel unites with the world through ecumenism? Confusion is the result with relaxed standards, new theology diluting our doctrines, worldly music, worldly fashions, irreverence in the sanctuary, etc. In otherwords the distinction of Seventh-day Adventism has been destroyed. 

What happened when a young SDA dates a non-SDA? 100% of the time the SDA will compromise, for the non-SDA has nothing to compromise.

When a married SDA family man becomes involved with another woman, what is the result? Confusion or disaster.
I remember a time when SDA churches were all reading from the KJV and using a very good hymnal. The historic doctrines were upheld and standards were high. That was 55 years ago. Adventists were called a cult and were rejected by other Protestants.  So what happened?
The watchmen on the walls of Zion failed in their duties. Today we eat, dress, are amused by and act like the world. The churches have become entertainment centers, the SOP is not allowed, our pillar doctrines are no longer preached and the three angel’s messages are no longer the reason for evangelism. Our distinction is gone!
 Remember when we discussed God giving the call to Abraham to separate from Babylon? What three things did He tell Abraham he must do?

Genesis 12:1 “Now the LORD had said unto Abram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and from thy father's house, unto a land that I will show thee:” #1. He was to get out of the country; #2. He was to get out from his family; #3. He was to get out of Babylon and false worship.

Answer me this question: did Abraham obey God? We would like to think he did but the answer is he did not. He left his house and he left his country, but he took Lot with him which was his kindred. God is particular. Abraham did not separate fully as instructed so conflict was the result. Abraham and Lot needed to separate fully if Abraham was to be fully on God’s side.
Why is there conflict in God’s church today? We have not separated fully from the world and therefore there is conflict and confusion.

Let us read Genesis 13:14, “And the LORD said unto Abram, after that Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look from the place where thou art northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward:” So it was after Abraham separated from Lot that he was finally in compliance with God’s commands to Abraham and he could therefore show him the land that He promised him.
Do you think that there is much that God wants to show us, but because we do not want to come fully into compliance with his commands, that we are experiencing confusion? When He said love not the world, neither the things that are in the world, do you think that we really do not want to separate from certain things, whether it be satisfaction of our appetites or loving the amusements of the world?

What is it that Abraham saw? Hebrews 11:8, 10, 13-16, “By faith Abraham, when he was called to go out into a place which he should after receive for an inheritance, obeyed; and he went out, not knowing whither he went.” “For he looked for a city which hath foundations, whose builder and maker [is] God.” “These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off, and were persuaded of [them], and embraced [them], and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say such things declare plainly that they seek a country.  And truly, if they had been mindful of that [country] from whence they came out, they might have had opportunity to have returned.  But now they desire a better [country], that is, an heavenly: wherefore God is not ashamed to be called their God: for he hath prepared for them a city.”
God showed Abraham the earth made new and the heavenly Caanan and he well knew that this earth in its present condition was not his home, and that he was only a pilgrim on his journey to the earth made new. The heavenly Canaan is what we all want, but are we answering the call that God gave to Abraham? Have we come out of Babylon? Have we come out from the influences that might hold us to Babylon. Have we crossed the Euphrates or do we prefer swimming in it?
Here is the truth that we must understand. If we really want that mansion in the New Jerusalem, we must separate from everything God said to separate from and be united with everything God said to be united with. We must let go of everything worldly if we are ever to be the distinct end time remnant of God.

I close with this selected quote from the SOP. “How frequently ancient Israel rebelled, and how often they were visited with judgments, and thousands slain, because they would not heed the commands of God who had chosen them! The Israel of God in these last days are in constant danger of mingling with the world and losing all signs of being the chosen people of God. Read again Titus 2:13-15. We are here brought down to the last days, when God is purifying unto Himself a peculiar people. Shall we provoke Him as did ancient Israel? Shall we bring His wrath upon us by departing from Him and mingling with the world, and following the abominations of the nations around us?”  {1T 283.3}  
“The Lord hath set apart him that is godly for Himself; this consecration to God and separation from the world is plainly and positively enjoined in both the Old and the New Testament. There is a wall of separation which the Lord Himself has established between the things of the world and the things He has chosen out of the world and sanctified unto Himself. The calling and character of God's people are peculiar, their prospects are peculiar, and these peculiarities distinguish them from all other people. All of God's people upon the earth are one body, from the beginning to the end of time. They have one Head that directs and governs the body. The same injunctions that rested upon ancient Israel, rest upon God's people now, to be separate from the world. The great Head of the church has not changed. The experience of Christians in these days is much like the travels of ancient Israel.” {1T 283.4}”

That says it all. It will not be God’s fault if we fail to heed God’s call.
Let us pray…
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